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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Little Golden Books Simon & Schuster 
Publ. ta. 25¢ 


Baum, L. Frank- THE EMERALD CITY OF OZ- Aunt Emma, Uncle Henry and Dorothy, 
well treated during a Kansas draught-enforced visit at Ozma's court, are nevertheless 
unhappy because they have nothing special to do. But a trip through the Quadling 
country to Glinda's region puts new life in everyone. The Kansans decide to stay 
and Glinda decides to make Ozinvisible to passing airplanes. Harry McNaught's flat, 
paper cut-out technique in the pictures, cleverly suggest depth and humor. 


Bedford, Annie North- WALT DISNEY'S THE UGLY DUCKLING- Revenge is sweet 
and the Ugly Duckling has his opportunity to high-hat his contemptuous first family 
when he swims away in his new role as a baby swan. Soft pictures by the Walt Disney 
studio recall the movie cartoon. 


Beecher, E. M.-HOPALONG CASSIDY AND THE BAR 20 COWBOY- Small, sturdy 
Ricardo Romero is saved from grief when Hopalong Cassidy comes galloping in the nick 
of time to take him to the Running J's auction to recover his horse Pepper. Deli- 
r ciously western colors in the Sahula-Dycke pictures of a beguilingly ten-galloned 
young Ricardo, tinted mountains, smiling, straight-backed Hopalong. A simple text 
makes this more of a picture story book than one to read aloud. ; 


Travers, P. L.- THE GINGERBREAD SHOP- A simplified digest of the episode 
when Jane and Michael Banks were taken to Mrs. Corry's shop to buy gingerbread men- 
and later that evening saw Mary Poppins and Mrs. Corry pasting their very own supply 
of stars against the sky. It makes a nice item but again, we'd recommend the ori- 
ginal. Drawings by Gertrude Elliot are on the awkward side. 


Big Golden Book Simon & Schuster 
$1.00 


' Kean, Edward- HOWDY DOODY IN THE WILD WEST- With the help of Clarabell 
Clown's smoke signals to the Indian village, Howdy Doody and the talking Flub-A-Dub 
manage to outwit some spying cowboys and save their secret project for the big rodeo. 
‘Bursting forth from the pages are Art Seiden's appropriately garish pictures chron- 
icling the circus folks' wooly-wild summer at Bluster Ranch. And at the end papers 
are two more for framing. The binding consists, not too substantially, of an inner 
layer of stiff paper with an outer layer folded over- which will be all too readily 
loosened by a reader with average vim. (Published) 
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Big Golden Book Simon & Schuster 
$1.50 


Werner, Jane- WALT DISNEY'S SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS- The Disney ver- 
sion retold and repictured (adaptations by Campbell Grant from Disney studio originals) 
f the good old sugar-sweet, do-it-right tale. A colorful book and a smooth one with 
the firm Goldencraft binding. (Published) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


O'Connell, Alice L. Little, Brown 
PAMELA AND THE BLUE MARE $2.50 


* A farm in the East and a little girl prematurely scared by a rearing horse 
provide excellent material for a story of riding adventure and conquering of human 
failings. After a bout with scarlet fever, nine-year-old Pamela anticipates a summer on 
the estate of her distinguished grandfather- a visit with but one drawback- the prox- 
imity of stables. But Gran,wise as well as "craggy-faced", discovers the source of 
Pamela's trauma, and when the girl makes friends with a temporarily motherless filly, 
promises her the ownership of the foal- Frosty Morning- if she can be ready to ride it 

n three years time. Meanwhile there is a pleasantly thrilling succession of paddock, 
ring and cross country adventures- with a lot of horses, the kids next door, problems 
ff equestrian know-how. Culmination is in the form of grand prize at a Hunt show for 
Pam and Frosty Morning when Pam is fourteen-and an invitation to a dance from a bully 
turned bright. Alice O'Connell's narrative flows along easily and she has written a 
comforting tale of long range planning and success. (7/7) 


Draper, Cena Christopher Steck 
RIDGE WILLOUGHBY $2.00 


A story full of adventure and the adventure of Nature built around a Missouri 
poy and his very large family who lived on a farm in the Ridge Land. Young Ridge- named 
so because of his instinctive friendship with the poorer farmers who lived on the other 
side of the hill- always seemed to be on the wrong end of the family squabbles, ever 
"out-of-order", "come-to-nothing"- or “miss-the-mark". But his love for the woods and 
animals and the continual stream of human happenings made his life very exciting. 

There is easy humor in the pranks of Ridge and his Sir Skunkerroo, "Pew", and the in- 
dignities suffered at the hands of five small sisters. There's a thrill when treasure 
is discovered in the roots of a favorite tree. Mrs. Draper writes gracefully of the 
softly beautiful Missouri countryside and the lives of its people and is known for her 
previous work in playwriting. Elizabeth Rice's pencil patie are meticulous as to 
letail, static but pleasantly photographic. (Publ.) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Queen, Ellery, Jr. Little, Brown 
YELLOW CAT MYSTERY $2.50 





Fourth in the junior Queen Djuna series sees the wholesomely smart young 
letective down in Florida on a prolonged stay at Dolphin Beach with some friends he 
had known up North. Life on a bean farm, quick trips to and from the beach, lazy days 
in the sun,are charged with mystery when a phoney dentist is prevented from robbing 
the bank by a chain of events that started Djuna thinking when he took old Mrs. 
Pulham's yellow cat to have an ulcerated tooth lanced. Clubby allusions to other books 
in the series and elucidating flashes of the domestic- cooking, nigel picking beans, 
buying land- side of Florida life, are further attractions. (7/14) 

























| 
i 









May 15, 1952 TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION -301- 


Adler, Irving International Publ. 
THE SECRET OF LIGHT $2.50 


Supplementary reading for science students at High School level, this de- 
mands an advanced degree of interest or considerable student-teacher cooperation. 
As an overall introduction to theories of light, this is a well-ordered, lively and 
better than adequate study of the stuff of the universe. Adler presents first 
light's general properties,- its speed, ability to travel through a vacuum. Then- 
with illustration in simple lens and refraction, he ties light into our everyday 
living, how it works for us, the behaviour of colors, etc. The elucidation of prism 
and spectrum sets the stage for the wave theory, invisible light, determination of 
atomic structure and the periodical table of elements by means of their spectra. 
Structure is handled in some detail. Nuclear physics is touched on and the exa- 
mination of the contributions of the Curies, Planck, Bohr, Einstein- among athers- 
amplifies the subject matter. The end result is a stimulating glimpse of the sup- 
position that all is energy, busy correlating with everything else. The author 
shares his own conception of workable theories with the reader, though his breezy 
presentation leaves something to be desired. The book is pithy and lively, and 
those already interested in the subject should find it useful reading. Generous in- 
clusion of vigorous, clear line drawings by Ida Weisburg add to the interest. (Publ.) 


Edel, May Little, Brown 
ANTHROPOLOGY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE $3.00 


* In the diffusionist, cultural pattern vein of Ruth Benedict and Margaret 
Mead which sprang from the source created by Franz Boaz, this is a solid once-over- 
lightly about anthropology and how it is used for the historical and contemporaneous 
study of people. A practiced anthropologist herself (she has lived with the Bachigas 
of western Uganda) May Edel writes with modest authority and the appeal of a clear 
logic. Skillfully combining definition with method, she speaks first of Boaz and 
his theories, illustrating from time to time with descriptions of his dealings with 
the Eskimos- as he listened to their stories, watched their crafts and acquainted 
himself with their pattern of life, their way of thinking. Excerpts from the au- 
thor's own days with the Bachigas follow. Thus backgrounded, she plunges into 
broader concepts- the cave man, the hunter, the farmer, and finally the metalworker- 
keeping ever in mind the smaller tribal and intertribal differences (chosen from a 
variety of geographical locations) as well as the larger ones. From the study 
emerges not a deterministic picture of society but rather a way to study the char- 
acteristics of man. And there is wonder and delight expressed in the writer's own 
curiosity about ourselves and others. A chapter on race dispels notions of inherent 
superiority and inferiority by such examples as the absurdity of giving an Aborigine 
an I1.Q. test meant for Americans. Amply illustrated and excellent for the class- 
room. (7/14) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Lancaster, Bruce A.M.P.-Little, Brown 
THE SECRET ROAD $3.00 


* The story of a war within a war as Tories battled Rebels in the strategic 
area between Stamford and New London, and a "timid man" dared the impossible. The 
plot revolves around Grant Ledyard a prisoner who escaped to rejoin the Americans at 
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Fairfield. There, under the leadership of Talmadge, he plays an important part in run- 
ning down the mystery of "John Anderson", (Andre ) and his tragic involvement with the 
traitor Benedict Arnold at West Point, as well as fighting off a band of Tories at Red- 
ding Ridge bent on the capture of French gold. A vigorous picture of a little known 
phase of the American Revolution. (For full report, see p. 287) (6/16) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Trimble, Joe A. S. Barnes 
YOGI BERRA $2.50 


Tasty tidbit for the fans, this story of Lawrence Peter Berra, clumsy ape 
with baseball brains, who grew up as the son of an Italian immigrant and ended as the 
highest paid ball player of 1951. If you can ignore the acceptance of such a goal — 

(a recognizable element in Barnes' Most Valuable Players series) you find lively back- 
ground material in the account of the successful outcome of the Yankees' courtship of 
Berra. As catcher and high average batter Berra is as nimble as they come, in inverse 
ratio to his thick speech and loutish figure. But innate honesty and good humor saved 
him many a money scrape, and his skill provides the stadium crowds with many a thrill. 
The author, a Daily News sportswriter, knows the dugouts and the locker rooms. All 


ages. (Publ.) 


Baber, Daisy F.- as told by Caxton 
Walker, Bill INJUN SUMMER $4.00 


An old timer looks back on the old West and his life with Indians and Mexi- 
cans, hard rock miners and cattle bosses, trappers and hunters, and the lure of un- 
trammeled space. Childhood, the five mile walk to school, acquaintance with Kit Carson, 
the hardships of pioneer women- are some of the elements. Nostalgia shines through an 
aunvarnished vernacular, but it's pretty slow freight- westward bound. (For full report, 
see p. 294) (6/16) 


Corbett, Jim Oxford 
MY INDIA $3.00 


The author of Man Eaters of Kumaon and The Man-Eating Leopurd of Rudruprayag 
continues his portrayal of the life he knew in India, this time with the accent on the 
people, especially the honorable poor ones. There is Budhu who assumed an illegal debt; 
Lalajee who recovered from cholera; Chamari who lived and died a saint; Hindus and 
Moslem who were understanding even when their pay for working on the railroad was long 
overdue. The jungle is not neglected in an account of an Indian Robin Hood who with 
his Dacoits harried the police. Nostalgia for a life full of dangers and heartwarming 
issociations. (For full report, see p. 293) (5/15) 











